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July 23, 2009
Hon. Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re:  Opposition to AB 933 

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

I am writing on behalf of the American Association of Independent Claims Professionals to oppose AB 933.  AB 933 has been passed by the House and is currently in the Labor and Industrial Relations Committee of the Senate.
The AAICP is an association of insurance adjustment and administration companies that services claims for insurance companies, corporations and the government. Our members employ thousands of claim specialists and other professionals across the country.  

AB 933 would require physicians performing state-mandated utilization reviews to be licensed in California.  Currently, doctors are authorized to do utilization review so long as they are licensed, irrespective of whether they are licensed by California.  The bill, if enacted, would increase costs and create unnecessary impediments to efficient utilization review.   
Under existing California law workers compensation claims must be subject to specified utilization reviews, benchmarked against specified criteria as set forth in American College of Occupational and Environmental Medicine’s (ACOEM) Occupational Medicine Practice Guidelines, Second Edition or other evidence-based medical treatment guidelines that are generally recognized by the national medical community and are scientifically based.  Any licensed physician has the professional competence to apply these standards during a review, and the standards are neither unique to, nor specifically written for, California residents or physicians.  Thus, there is no reason that the proposed legislation should limit the review process to only those doctors licensed in California.  Indeed, if that happens, costs will increase, and further delay and inefficiencies in the workers compensation will result.

Last year you vetoed AB 2969, which was almost identical to AB 933.  In the event that AB 933 is passed by the Legislature, we urge you to veto it until a better solution can be reached.

Sincerely,
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Bernd G. Heinze

Executive Director

150 South Warner Road • Suite 156 • King of Prussia, PA 19406

610.535.6420 (o) • 610.535.6421 (f)

www.aaicp.net
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